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TRIATHLON  
STRATEGIC OVERVIEW

Triathlon Victoria endorses Triathlon Australias strategic overview.

VISION
To be the leading triathlon nation and grow the sport of Triathlon in Australia.

MISSION
To ensure the existence of quality participation opportunities and pathways 
within the sport of triathlon in Australia.

CORE BRAND VALUES
HEALTH   >   BELONGING   >   ACHIEVEMENT   >   RESPECT   >   ENJOYMENT
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PRESIDENT’S REVIEW  

Triathlon Victoria Annual Report 2014 - 2015  

The last 12 months within triathlon across Victoria has been 
a period of significant change and growth.  Our transition 
to compulsory individual membership of Triathlon Austra-
lia/Victoria for members of our affiliated clubs was a major 
change.  This change was brought in over a 2 year period 
and has been part of a drive for consistency across Austra-
lian Triathlon Associations.  It was also implemented with 
the objective of gaining an even financial contribution 
from all that benefit from the work that Triathlon Australia 
and the State and Territory Ttriathlon Association’s perform 
on behalf of all that are connected to triathlon.  

Our board and staff invested significant time to connect 
and communicate these changes with clubs and mem-
bers and in some situations the conversation was a diffi-
cult one.  The changes were necessary to provide the sport 
with greater resources to tackle the challenges that we face 
and take advantage of the opportunities that exist for the 
growth of our sport. 

The final result of this change saw an increase in member 
clubs from 38 to 43 in 2014-15 and membership grew in 
Victoria from 2,600 to a record high of 3,134 members.  
This has provided the resources to maintain a full time 
membership and communications coordinator and the 
employment of a part time technical coordinator.  Both of 
these roles have enabled Triathlon Victoria to provide an in-
creased level of support to clubs, members and an improved  

structure to manage the many challenges surrounding the pro-
vision of technical support to events.

 In 2014-15 Triathlon Victoria had great pleasure in recognising 
the past, present and future champions of our sport at the inau-
gural TriVic awards breakfast.  This was a sold out event at the 
Sandringham Yacht club which was a great reflection of the ef-
fort the staff, board and subcommittee members put into the 
event.  It also reinforced our role in connecting the triathlon 
community. 

The triathlon progression towards the unification of the sport 
across the country has also gained momentum which will fur-
ther progress over the next 12-18 months.  Triathlon Australia 
and the other STTA’s are 3 years into a unification journey which 
has an objective to further connect our stakeholders, reduce 
unnecessary administration and pool the efforts nationally to 
progress our sport.  The last 12 months has also been spent de-
veloping the next 3 year strategic plan which will be further de-
veloped in consultation with clubs in 2015-2016.  Victoria was 
able to have significant input into the strategic plan which saw 
involvement from staff, board members, club committee mem-
bers, athletes, volunteers and commercial stakeholders.  I expect 
that all involved in the sport will take great pride in the docu-
ment. 

In October 2014, Triathlon Victoria delivered the 3rd Yarrawonga 
Mulwala MultiSport Festival.  In 2014, the event grew from 550 
entries to over 800 and included open water swims, a half mar-
athon and mini triathlon in addition to the existing events held.  
We welcomed the partnership with Bank of Melbourne which 
added significant colour to the weekend.  I would also like to 
thank Limelight Sports for putting on a fantastic event that was 
well received by the community, athletes and commercial part-
ners.  In 2015 we have decided to engage the local community 
to manage the operations of the event as part of our strategy to 
move away from event management.

In the last quarter of the season, we embarked on an ambitious 
club engagement strategy where we aimed to meet all 43 clubs 
face to face and hear what they wanted from Triathlon Victoria.  
We achieved face to face or direct communication with nearly 
30 clubs which was a valuable exercise and a worthwhile invest-
ment for our staff and committee members. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to recognise the great 
work of all the volunteers across the sport which extends to 
coaches, technical officials and event support crews.  Our sport 
requires significant investment and risk by event managers and 
without the enormous contribution across the sport, we would  
not have the quality and diversity of events across the state. 
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Our objective of being more inclusive also took some 
positive steps and our integration of multiclass and 
paratri involvement in our events is building a founda-
tion for a greater inclusion culture across our sport.

We have also seen a growth in regional events and I took 
great pleasure in attending many events across regional 
Victoria.  The rural tri series enabled an increased con-
nection between metro and regional clubs and athletes 
that we hope this continues in the future.  Having the ru-
ral tri series award winners in attendance at the awards 
breakfast was important for our sport. 

We are extremely excited to be launching the inaugural 
Victorian Triathlon Series for 2015-16.  This will further 
connect our stakeholders, clubs and members by pro-
viding 11 events across the season in various distances 
and disciplines.  This series will form the basis for rec-
ognising the achievement of clubs, high performance 
squads and age group athletes at next season’s annual 
awards event. 

I would like to thank Grant, Sue, Alex and Curtis who 
have delivered great results for triathlon in Victoria and 
are often unrecognised for the background work that 
keeps things progressing in a positive direction. 

Our committee also went through significant change 
with the departure of Tony Burke after 3 years as Presi-
dent and board member Sarah De Wolf during the year.  
We welcomed Liz, Julia, Jenny and more recently An-
thony who filled the casual position vacated by Sarah.  
Each board member has played both a specific role and 
worked collaboratively on the overall strategy and direc-
tion in Victoria. 

Finally I would like to formally recognise the contribu-
tion of Neil Brewster who has been a board member for 
over 7 years and has played an integral role in the devel-
opment programs for young aspiring athletes.  Neil has 
indicated that he will step aside at the November AGM.  
No doubt we will see Neil at events continuing to guide 
our aspiring next Olympians. 

STEVEN GATT
PRESIDENT
TRIATHLON AUSTRALIA



TRIATHLON AUSTRALIA  
CEO’S REPORT

Passion, performance and participation.  The three purpose 
pillars of our new Strategic Plan are what the sport of triath-
lon is all about for me.  I have had the pleasure and privilege 
of leading Triathlon Australia through the last five years.  
We are a sport brimming with stories – personal stories of 
triumph, challenge and disappointment, community sto-
ries of belonging, support and pride.  And so many of our 
stories contain all three elements of passion, performance 
and participation. 

As I write my fifth and final CEO report the date is 16 Sep-
tember 2015.  I cast my mind back to two previous 16 
Septembers.  15 years ago, on 16 September 2000, I was 
standing in Macquarie Street in Sydney watching Michellie 
Jones battle it out with Brigitte McMahon from Switzerland 
for the first Gold and Silver Medals of the Sydney Olympic 
Games.  And then 5 years ago, on 16 September 2010, I was 
enjoying my first day in the role as CEO of Triathlon Austra-
lia.  Five years later and here we are at 16 September 2015, 
and the time has come for me to move on.  I can’t think of a 
role that I would rather have done over that period.  But it is 
now time for me to do some other things, and it is the right 
time for someone with different skills and perspectives to 
lead the sport. 

In previous CEO reports I have focussed on different 
themes.  In 2012 I focussed on our 6 Key Result Areas of 

Participation, High Performance, Events, Membership, Brand 
and Organisation.  In 2013 my focus was on our five values of 
Health, Enjoyment, Belonging, Achievement, and Respect.  In 
2014 it was our people who were my focus – our honorary Board 
and committee members, the staff of our national and state or-
ganisations, our athletes, coaches and technical officials.  

So for my fifth and final report, it seems appropriate to share 
some of my special highlights.  

The most recent highlight for me is the development of our new 
Strategic Plan for 2015 – 2018.  Since we kicked off the process at 
our National Conference in September 2014, the potential con-
tents of the plan has been discussed by many different groups of 
staff and stakeholders.   We invested a lot of time thinking about 
our purpose.  In fact two groups spent a whole day reflecting 
onpurpose and what our sport means to the community.  One of 
the things that we all agreed on was the power of stories in our 
sport.  We realised that everyone has a story and everybody likes 
to hear a story.  The other thing we came to agree on was that 
we were best symbolised by the starting line – that bike tran-
sition area early in the morning where the sport gathers – ath-
letes, participants, parents, partners, kids, coaches and technical 
officials. 

Another highlight for me is the inspiring manner in which our 
sport has embraced paratriathlon. Since the excitement of the 
IPC announcing that paratriathlon would make its debut at the 
Rio de Janeiro Paralympics, we have built a world class group of 
elite paratriathletes who will represent Australia with absolute 
class at the Paralympics in 2016.  What an amazing “full circle” 
story it is that Sydney Olympic silver medal winning Michellie 
Jones is now training and competing with visually impaired tri-
athlete Katie Kelly, as they prepare to win the first ever Paralym-
pic Gold medal in the PT5 class in Rio.  

The gradual coming together, or “joining-up” of our sport over 
the last five years is also a real highlight for me.  We operate so 
much on a “whole of sport” basis now, that it is almost hard to re-
member a different way of doing things.  The Executive Directors 
of our State and Territory Triathlon Associations and their staff 
are embedded into our daily operational life through every proj-
ect and activity on which we are working.  The STTA Presidents 
meet together to discuss the governance aspects of a whole 
of sport approach.  As I write, we have formalised a Unification 
Working Group to progress important aspects of the next stage 
of becoming more unified – a new constitution and the consul-
tation and communication that goes with such a fundamental 
change in the governance of our sport.  In Australian sport, we 
have led the way in this area, and have been recognised by the 
Australian Sports Commission for our progress so far.   
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Over the last five years, our annual Celebration of Cham-
pions Dinners have brought together stories of passion, 
participation and performance, and displayed them on 
stage for everyone to hear and see.  The dinners are a 
wonderful opportunity for us to recognise and celebrate 
the success and stories of so many different individuals 
and groups within our triathlon community.    

In November we paused to consider and celebrate the 
contribution of the wonderful Jackie Fairweather to our 
sport.  Even through her tragic death, good things have 
come.  The “pop-up” Remembering Jackie run organised 
with Athletics Australia on a beautiful Canberra evening 
after her memorial service has led to the creation of the 
Jackie Fairweather Memorial Triathlon to be held each 
year in November in Canberra.  As a sport we will now 
take the front running on contributing to much needed 
fundamental research into the effects of elite sport on 
mental health, through the Jackie Fairweather Research 
Fund.  The Fund has recently been established under the 
auspices of the Australian Sports Foundation which pro-
vides it with tax deductibility status.  It is now open for 
donations and I urge you to personally support the fund 
and encourage others to do so as well. 

And finally, a big THANK YOU to the many, many peo-
ple who have contributed their passion, participation 
and performance to our sport over the last five years. 
The volunteer Board and Committee members of our 
national and state bodies, the staff of Triathlon Austra-
lia and each one of the State and Territory Associations.   
It has been an honour walking and working alongside 
you.  Iwish you all great success over the next five year 
period and will be watching on with great interest,as the 
opportunities which we all know are there and waiting 
for us, are seized and optimised.

See you on a starting line sometime soon.

ANNIE GRIPPER
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
TRIATHLON AUSTRALIA



KEY PEOPLE 
COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE - PRESIDENT
Steven Gatt 

Steven completed a Bachelor of Business (Accounting) at 
Swinburne and is a member of CPA Australia. He has re-
cently completed a Masters in Business (Sports Manage-
ment) at Deakin University. Steven has over 16 years’ ex-
perience working in finance at BHP/BlueScope Steel and 
commenced his own CPA Public Practice in 2011 that pro-
vides a variety of business services to corporations, small 
business, and sporting organisations - Jadestone Business 
Services/ Sports Accounting Australia. Steven was a mem-
ber of the Livingstone School Council for 4 years and held 
the Treasurer position on that school council for 2 of those 
years. He has been competing in triathlon events since 
2007.

COMMITTEE - VICE PRESIDENT
Ailie Coulter

Ailie has strong involvement in sport. She is employed by 
School Sport Australia as Assistant General Manager for the 
Pacific School Games and competes in endurance running 
and triathlon events in her spare time. On top of this, Ailie 
has six months left to complete her Masters of Education 
at Monash University and looks forward to life after study 
and freeing up time for training. Ailie has taught in edu-
cation settings from Primary School through to University 
and is able to use her knowledge of junior sport to enhance 
Triathlon Victoria junior and youth programs. Ailie has pre-
viously served as a committee member with the executive 
team of the Melbourne Triathlon Club and has been active-
ly involved in organising races for the Triathlon Victoria Du-
athlon Series, including a stint as race director.

COMMITTEE - TREASURER
Julia Hebb

Julia has a Masters in Business (Administration), Bachelor 
of Business (Accounting) and is a member of CPA Austra-
lia.  Julia currently runs her own practice and has extensive 
experience in the Corporate Sector in Finance and Gover-
nance.  She has successfully completed the Australian Insti-
tute of Company Directors course and is active on Boards in 
the Disability and Sporting Sectors. Julia has been involved 
in triathlon for the past three years and would like to make 
a positive contribution which sees clubs grow/develop in 
line with the modern values of inclusivity and accessibility. 

COMMITTEE - SECRETARY
Rob Robson

Rob works for Yarra Trams as the Director responsible for plan-
ning and implementing the Tram Network impacts as a result of 
the Melbourne Metro Rail Project. He is a professional engineer 
and project manager with over 30-years’ experience.  Rob has 
been competing on and off in Triathlons and Multisport events 
in UK, NZ and Australia since 1991 with a current focus on 70.3 
races.  He is a Graduate Member of the Australian Institute of 
Company Directors and through his role as the Secretary of Tri-
athlon Victoria provides the required focus on Governance and 
compliance for a not for profit sporting association.  He also 
brings his strategic, management and coordination specialist 
skills to support the successful operation of Triathlon Victoria 
through his role on the Committee.

COMMITTEE 
John Barker

John works in financial services and has owned an insurance 
broking firm and now runs a financial planning practice. John 
still consults to the insurance broking firm having been involved 
in this field since 1984. He’s been doing triathlons since 1983 
with Hastings his first race, a 2/68/30 race. Since then he has 
competed most years although sometimes lightly due to work 
constraints. He has done numerous Sprint, Olympic, Half and 
Full Ironman races plus several Marathons. A keen age grouper 
who, as they say in horse racing ‘follows them around’. He’s been 
a member of MPTC since 2001 and has been a committee mem-
ber from day one with stints as President and Treasurer. He is 
also Chair of the Triathlon Australia Awards Committee. 

COMMITTEE 
Neil Brewster 

Neil works for the NAB as a Project Manager and has held several 
Management positions in his 25+ years with the organisation. 
He has been in and out of Triathlon since 1987 and has just com-
pleted his sixth term on the Board. Neil is a current practising 
Level 2 Performance coach heading up the swim program at 
Manningham Triathlon club and is passionate about coaching 
and athlete development. Neil has architected the TVDP pro-
gram and continues to expand and shape the athlete career 
pathway to the ultimate goal the Olympics. 
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COMMITTEE 
Liz Gosper

Liz has been a competitive triathlete for over 25 years, 
is a member of the YarraTri committee and has compet-
ed in three world championships. Liz has a passion for 
sport for people with a disability and believes that tri-
athlon can play a big part through ‘multiclass’ racing. Liz 
has a Bachelor of Education with a Diploma in Special 
Education, works as a fitness teacher (Ashwood Special 
School) and provides the board with advice and support 
in developing the pathway in triathlon for athletes with 
a disability. 

COMMITTEE 
Jenny Hosking

Jenny has an extensive (over 30 years) career in business 
having worked primarily in financial/commercial lead 
role capacities within the engineering and construction 
industries. Jenny has experience in manufacturing, im-
port/export and consulting industries and formal qual-
ifications including: Bachelor of Business, Fellow of CPA 
Australia, Graduate of the Australian Institute of Compa-
ny Directors and a MBA - International Business. Jenny 
is interested in growing participation and high quality 
technical officials.   

COMMITTEE 
Sarah deWolf (until March 2015)  

Sarah has an Economic and Social History degree from 
the University of Exeter (UK), Chartered Insurance Insti-
tute (part qualified) and Lloyds of London Market exam 
and is a trained Member Protection Information Officer.  
Sarah took up triathlon after moving to Australia 10 
years ago and has competed in Sprint, Olympic, half and 
full Ironman races. Sarah is interested in building greater 
engagement between Triathlon Victoria and members 
clubs along with developing a bigger profile within the 
community regarding the sport’s inclusiveness (all ages 
and abilities).

STAFF - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Grant Cosgriff  

Grant joined Triathlon Victoria in September 2014. He has a 
strong background in sports administration with over 15 years 
across state sporting associations and state government agen-
cies. His strengths are in building relationships, strategic plan-
ning and facilitation. With three teenage children Grant has a 
long association across a number of sports as a coach and volun-
teer. He is an active triathlete with a preference for longer racing.
 
STAFF - CLUB & PERFORMANCE CO-ORDINATOR 
Sue Sharples 

Sue  has been with Triathlon Victoria for over 6 years now seeing 
many changes within the sport and the office. Originally a tri-
athlete (representing Australia in Switzerland and Hungary), her 
main focus now is competing as a cyclist.   Occasionally she does 
dabble in triathlon (mainly off road) or joins other Tri Vic staff 
and board members in team events. Her role within the Triath-
lon Victoria Development Program has been very fulfilling and 
has seen her develop some great relationships with coaches, 
athletes and parents. Sue is also a Committee member of her lo-
cal triathlon club, Mornington Peninsula and enjoys being able 
to put back into the sport at that level.
 
STAFF - MEMBERSHIP & COMMINCATIONS 
CO-ORDINATOR
Alexandra Mantell 

Alex began at Triathlon Victoria in September 2014 following 
two and half years spent at Life Saving Victoria. She holds a Bach-
elor of Business Commerce and Bachelor of Sport and Outdoor 
Recreation. Alex is an active patrolling member and committee 
member at Lorne SLSC and competes in surfboat rowing. Alex 
is looking forward to completing her first triathlon this season!

STAFF - TECHNICAL EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR
Curtis Deboy

Curtis started at Triathlon Victoria in March 2015. He holds a 
Bachelor of Commerce and has experience in marketing and 
events roles across football, netball and automotive in South 
Australia and Victoria. Curtis is also an AFL field umpire who en-
joyed his first year on the AFL list in 2015, relocating from Ade-
laide to pursue his dream.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT  

In a world that is ever-changing Triathlon Victoria contin-
ues to create, change and innovate to firstly support the 
network of individual members, clubs and stakeholders 
and secondly grow triathlon participation. 

Coming into the role of Executive Director in September 
2014 I would like to acknowledge the work of Mr Simon 
Auty my predecessor of three years. Simon was diagnosed 
with an aggressive illness in March and sadly passed away 
in October of 2014. Whilst there have been numerous op-
portunities since then to recognise Simon’ s contribution 
it is also important to recognise Steven Gatt, Sue Sharples 
and Jo Wotton who shouldered a significant workload 
during this period. 

There has been a great deal of discussion since I joined Tri-
athlon Victoria with clubs, coaches and individuals all fo-
cussing on “what do you want from your association”. The 
staff and board remain committed to continuing these con-
versations and to date the themes emerging are:
- Providing appropriate and suitable training services to 
members
- Growing, maintaining and retaining club membership
- Developing juniors
- Maintaining affordability
- Engaging volunteers
- A commitment to inclusion 

These themes will guide our work over the future years and be 
the focus of the joint efforts of Triathlon Victoria and the net-
work of member clubs. There is a great deal of mutual benefit 
in these areas and the ‘on the ground’  intelligence of clubs is 
never under-estimated. We can learn so much from each oth-
er, our successes and a priority is to find ways we can share this 
knowledge better.  

I’ ve spent much of my time talking to people about their percep-
tions of triathlon. It was surprising that many of the comments 
ended up in a theme of – too hard, I’ m not fit enough, triathletes 
are really fit, etc. So, we’ ve begun working on a strategy of the 
‘starting line’  and defining what role we take in getting people 
there. Much of this will be about supporting clubs to have the 
capacity and capability to support someoneto their starting line’ 
. The start line is a powerful and symbolic reference point for tri-
athlon and will feature in our combined plans for the future. 

We  are  proud  of  our  achievements  in  2014-15  highlighted  
on the adjacent  page, featured  in  the  President’ s  report  and  
that  of  the  other business  areas.  None  of  this  would  be  pos-
sible  without  the  support  of the clubs, volunteers, committees, 
board and sponsors.  

I would like to thank all our partners who have supported us and 
triathlon for 2014-15 season. These partnerships are greatly val-
ued and include: Active  Feet,  Aquaforce,  Aqua  Shop, Brooks,  
CBD  cycles,  Feetures, PhysioHealth,    Rocket    Digital,    Scody,    
Start-to-Finish,    SuperSprint Events, The State Government of 
Victoria, TCP,  USM Events, Victorian Institute of Sport, and Yarra-
wonga Mulwala Tourism. 

Whilst we have strategic and operational plans in place, a quote 
recently resonated with me –“keep stepping forward and the 
path will form beneath your feet”. I think it sums up our commit-
ment to strive for improvement, keeping in mind that progress 
is better than perfection.  Too often we wait in the hope that we 
can perfect the plan rather than getting ‘rubber on the road’  and 
this can diminish our progress. I hope that as we ‘step forward’  
our partners and stakeholders will step with us and together we 
will create triathlon’ s future.

GRANT COSGRIFF
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
TRIATHLON VICTORIA
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competitors at the 2014 Yarrawonga 
Mulwala Multisport Festival

3,134
individual members

43
a�liated clubs

53
Multiclass competitors 
at ActiveTri Mordialloc30,551

race participants

more than

44
a technical team 
comprising of 
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42
junior athletes formed the TVDP

107sanctioned events

6
new Level 2 technical o�cals

77
participants in the Development 
Coaching courses
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DEVELOPMENT REPORT  

The TVDP for 2014-15 had 42 financial members from all 
over Victoria.  Victoria continues to be the biggest squad in 
the Nation and is supported by Dave Huggett (TVDP & ITU 
Manager), Sue Sharples and Neil Brewster. 

Along with these athletes we had 11 active coaches sup-
porting the program at races, camps and time trials.  As 
well as these coaches each athlete has a home coach who 
also contributes to the program in one way or another.  We 
thank them all for their continued support. 

The program continued to flourish from the previous sea-
son after much evaluation and new ideas being imple-
mented at camps and trials. 

Our aim is to recruit talented females and males 12-19 year 
olds with the goal of developing them into National ITU 
high performance athletes.

We provide coaches with the opportunity to further expe-
rience by inviting them to camps to have access to more 
senior coaches and develop skills by coaching elite junior 
athletes.  Our senior athletes are also encouraged to do 
the Development coaching course with the idea that they 
may seek this pathway further down track themselves.  We 
currently have two active athletes/coaches within the pro-
gram for the 2014-15 season. It is encouraging to see these 
athletes putting back into the system that they themselves 
are part of. 

CAMPS 

We held two training camps at Geelong Grammar School in the 
July and September holidays.  Athletes are expected to attend at 
least one of these as part of their commitment to the program.  
We were also fortunate to host athletes and a coach from Triath-
lon Tasmania again this season. 

Everybody enjoyed and made the most of the excellent facilities 
provided at the venue.  Each camp we seem to find more excit-
ing places to ride and run and now have a bank of excellent pre-
senters who provide the athletes with educational sessions in 
the evenings and specialist coaching during the day. This adds 
so much value to the camps. 

Some of Australia’s World Champions and Olympic medallists 
have volunteered their time to assist us as well.  This is so valu-
able for both the athletes and the coaches and we are so grateful 
for their knowledge and time.

 TIME TRIALS 

We held several time trials during the season, the first for selec-
tion to the program and then followed by National Performance 
Standard (NPA) time trials on behalf of TA.  Athletes need to 
make these standards for selection to the National Develop-
ment camp and for entry in to some A grade ITU races.   

FRIDAY FRENZY 

Neil Brewster continues regular velodrome training sessions 
under his race team (Shaka Racing) focusing on race prepara-
tion, skills and running.  He offered this to both junior and senior 
athletes and especially those who were trying to develop their 
drafting skills to achieve their endorsement to race 

ITU.   MONTHLY TRAINING DAYS 

These sessions were held at St Leonards College in Brighton. 
Again we are fortunate to have access to amazing facilities.

SUE SHARPLES
TRIATHLON VICTORIA
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TVDP  

RESULTS

Our top results for the season were Kurt McDonald 1st in 
the Australian Youth Triathlon Championship and Kirsty 
Deacon placing 6th in the ITU Jnr ranking. 

Haley Stanford, Ashlee Diston and Matilda Vidler were 
ranked 12th, 14th & 15th in their swim/run times nation-
ally. 

Each athlete has goals set in consultation with their 
home coach so all results are important both good and 
bad.  These outcomes give them benchmarks for going 
forward and challenges to strive towards.  We must re-
member they are individual goals and many of them are 
long term. 

COACHES & SUPPORT STAFF

Dave Huggett (TVDP & ITU Manager)
Neil Brewster
Sue Sharples
Vlad Stanisavljevic
Brian Vernon
Richard Stewart
Fab Andreoni
Dieter McDonald
Kyle Burns
Zac Anderson
Damian Harrison
Susan Huggett (Administration) 
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TREASURER’S REPORT  

The 2014-15 financial year resulted in the Association 
delivering another surplus result. The $1.3k surplus 
against a budgeted surplus of $20k was satisfactory giv-
en the significant disruption to the business in the early 
parts of the financial year.  

Revenue increases for the year were a result of changes 
to key areas outlined in the 2013-14 Annual report con-
sisting of; 
1. Growth in membership 
2. Changes in the whole of sport budgeting model driv-
ing increased funding to Triathlon Victoria 

The expenditure presented challenges with the Yar-
rawonga Mulwala Multisport Festival costs exceeding 
budget. Whilst the event delivered increased entries for 
the third consecutive year, the increasing regulatory and 
quality event management costs are impacting heavily 
on the event. 

Yarrawonga Mulwala Multisport Festival review was 
conducted during the year as a result of the impact on 
the financials in prior years.  It was confirmed by the 
Committee that the event should continue in 2015 and 
remains part of our strategic positioning for future years. 

Considerable resources have been allocated to ensure the suc-
cess of the event with the focus on increased commitment from 
both the commercial and Government sectors.  Prior to the an-
nouncement of the 2015 event.   

Key areas of focus for the association in 2015-16 include; 

Overall the financial result for the year has been achieved 
through significant revenue and cost management strategies 
by Triathlon Victoria.

Executive and Committee, and given the difficult circumstances 
posed at the beginning of the financial year a pleasing and pos-
itive result.  

JULIA HEBB
COMMITTEE - TREASURER
TRIATHLON VICTORIA
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- Consolidation of growth in membership to drive an in-
creased financial surplus 
- Continued improvement in the ‘whole of sport’ Budgeting 
process in line  with Triathlon Australia and the STTA’s 
- Increased focus on grants to allow for additional resourc-
ing and assist with the associations priorities of participa-
tion and inclusion 
- Development of sponsorship opportunities for the State 
Series, Triathlon Victoria Awards and the Victorian Duathlon 
Series 
- Further development of programs such as Trystars, Tri-
schools and TriActive with a view to increasing participation 
and club membership 

12
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TECHNICAL REPORT  

The 2014/15 season further consolidated the changes in 
administration introduced in the prior season. Sue Shar-
ples of Triathlon Victoria coordinated the technical pro-
gram utilising the voluntary expertise of Brian Hinton, 
Sally Ham and Jenny Hosking. 

Two local Technical Official (LTO) courses and one Re-
gional Technical Official (RTO) course were held during 
the season, further augmenting the Technical Official 
(TO) resource base in quantity, knowledge and expe-
rience.  This was further enhanced under the Triathlon 
Australia development program with RTO’s gaining 
experience interstate in Mooloolaba, Cairns and Wol-
longong at either ITU, ITU para, Ironman and National 
Championship events. In addition and to gain further 
experience, several Victorian TOs self funded to the ITU 
World Series Triathlon Events held at the Gold Coast and 
Mooloolaba. 

In developing additional technical resources, Triathlon 
Victoria joined forces with Triathlon Queensland to pro-
duce an educational video demonstrating proper con-
duct and infringement situations on the cycle leg.  This 
video has been distributed via Triathlon Victoria E News 
and is available to all.   

The twinning of senior TOs (Mentors) with TOs aspiring 
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to progress in the technical program continues.  It has been of 
great benefit in quickly improving the skill level and experience 
of TOs in order that they can confidently officiate at the senior 
level and more importantly that they remain enthusiastically in 
the technical program.

During the season, Victorian clubs and commercial operators 
held approximatley 36 events requiring Technical Officials.  The 
events were held in metropolitan Melbourne including Geelong 
and Hazelwood and in the rural tri series locations of Yarrawon-
ga, Benalla, Echuca, Albury- Wodonga, Warrnambool and Mary-
borough.  The events ranged in distance from kids races to full 
distance Ironman events. Due to the growth and strength of the 
technical program, Triathlon Victoria was able to field significant 
teams to all these events ensuring that the rules of triathlon 
were appropriately enforced and that the competitors were able 
to race in a safe environment. 

Many thanks to our team of Technical Officials who officiated 
during the season and congratulations to the Technical Officials 
who progressed to Regional Technical Official status; Barry Ma-
jetic, Sarah Lausberg, Dave Buerckner, Deb Baron and Andy Mc-
Guire.  A big thank you for contributing and progressing your 
skills and expertise to be included in the Senior Technical team 
at events.

Also, please welcome Curtis Deboy to his new Technical Events 
Coordinator role at Triathlon Victoria.  Curtis is an AFL umpire 
and able to leverage off this role to further grow, develop and 
strengthen the Triathlon Victoria technical program, in the forth-
coming seasons. 

And finally, our technical team for the 2014/15 season ...

TECHNICAL TEAM 2014/2015
Deb Baron, Ozgur Bergen,  Malcolm Bish, Sue Brown, Dave Buer-
ckner, Dion Cameron, Krystle Chua, Vince Duffus, Todd Feltham, 
Jacqueline de Ferranti, Jody Gilchrist, Brett Govers, Simon 
Gronow, Sally Ham, Brian Hinton, Jenny Hosking, Nicci Hutchin-
son, Jason Kick-Dawson, Julie King, Sarah Lausberg, Barry Ma-
jetic, Andy McGuire, Kate McKevitt, John Moses, Andrew Napier, 
Helen Napier, Rob Newling, Anthony Norwood, Greg Nugent, 
Graeme O’Connor, Tammy Patrick, Jeb Penrose, Rob Raulings, 
Ian Renouf, Luisa Orto Rivero, Tony Ruddick, Penny Skaife, Pras 
Sritharan, Elle Stubbs, Maria Strong, Dave Symonds, Jon Treloar, 
Russell Tremayne, Jac Tremayne. 

JENNY HOSKING
TRIATHLON VICTORIA



2014 - 2015 VICTORIAN 
CHAMPIONSHIP EVENTS

STATE DUATHLON CHAMPIONSHIPS (DASH & SPRINT)

STATE AQUATHLON CHAMPIONSHIPS - YARRAWONGA MULWALA 
MULTISPORT FESTIVAL

STATE OLYMPIC DISTANCE TRIATHLON CHAMPIONSHIPS

STATE SPRINT DISTANCE TRIATHLON CHAMPIONSHIPS
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RESULTS  
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State Duathlon Champion-
ships

Sprint
FEMALE
15-19 years – 1st Olivia Schenk
20-24 years – 1st Jo Ryn Tan 
25-29 years – 1st Kate Bramley
30-34 years – 1st Lesley Turnbull 
35-39 years – 1st Narelle Crooks
40-44 years – 1st Karen Barrow
45-49 years – 1st Davina Calhaem
55-59 years – 1st Donna Dew
Open – 1st Madeline Oldfield

MALE
15-19 years – 1st Luke Burns
20-24 years – 1st Simon Hearn
25-29 years – 1st Brendan 
O’Loughlin
30-34 years – 1st Jamie Black
35-39 years – 1st Xavier Flynn
40-44 years – 1st Mack Clarkson 
45-49 years – 1st Daryn James 
50-54 years – 1st Michael Pratt
55-59 years – 1st Kevin King
60-64 years – 1st Peter Rowland
65+ years – 1st Ken Murley 
Open – 1st Jeremy Drake

Dash
FEMALE
1st –   Lily Toussaint
2nd – Tamzin Hall
3rd –  Taylor Vasiljevic 

MALE
1st –   James Lightfoot
2nd – Charlie Barber
3rd –  Gaius Roberston Christie 

State Aquathlon Championships – 
Yarrawonga Mulwala Multisport Fes-
tival

FEMALE
12-14 years – 1st Rebecca Henderson
15-19 years – 1st Sarah Dobie
20-24 years – 1st Emma Oliver
25-29 years – 1st Alice Gronow
30-34 years – 1st Sarah Grove 
35-39 years – 1st Nolene Byrne
40-44 years – 1st Natalie Hughes
45-49 years – 1st Pam Tunas
60+ years – 1st Nerida Clarke 
Open – 1st Grace Hoitink

MALE
15-19 years – 1st Samuel Blake
20-24 years – 1st Tristan Harrison
25-29 years – 1st Lachlan Green
30-34 years – 1st Peter Osment
35-39 years – 1st Carl Fannon
40-44 years – 1st Iain Addinell
45-49 years – 1st Neil Bowman
50-54 years – 1st Clint Bain
55-59 years – 1st Roy Preece
60+ years – 1st Anthony Burke
Open – 1st Jamie Huggett

State Olympic Distance Triathlon 
Championships

MALE
15-19 years – 1st Chris Huang
20-24 years – 1st Simon Hearn
25-29 years – 1st Josh Dew
30-34 years – 1st Chris Little
35-39 years – 1st Carl Fannon
40-44 years – 1st Clinton Watson
45-49 years – 1st Brian Millett
50-54 years – 1st Clint Bain
55-59 years – 1st Brett Oneill
60+ years – 1st Dennis Parker
Elite – 1st Jamie Huggett
Open – 1st Craig Davis

FEMALE
15-19 years – 1st Matilda Terry
20-24 years – 1st Stacey Matthews
25-29 years – 1st Kate Bramley
30-34 years – 1st Emma Oneill
35-39 years – 1st Nolene Byrne
40-44 years – 1st Bizzy Butterworth
45-49 years – 1st Michelle Lacey
50-54 years – 1st Susie Ellis
55-59 years – 1st Robyn Metcher
60+ years – 1st Lynette Leversha
Elite – 1st Grace Deveson

State Sprint Distance Triathlon 
Championships

FEMALE
14-15 years – 1st Ally Rose Ogden
16-19 years – 1st Hayley Standford
20-24 years – 1st Jo Ryn Tan
25-29 years – 1st Shari Livingstone 
30-34 years – 1st Bernadette Dornom
35-39 years – 1st Nadine Kolb
40-44 years – 1st Caitlin Wade
45-49 years – 1st Liz Bell
50-54 years – 1st Jody Gilchrist
55-59 years – 1st Elizabeth Gosper
60-64 years – 1st Jennifer Lucas
Open – 1st Kate Bramley
ITU Junior (16-19 years) – 1st Olivia Schenk 

MALE
14-15 years – 1st Kurt McDonald
16-19 years – 1st Taylor Jones
20-24 years – 1st Simon Hearn
25-29 years – 1st Levi Maxwell
30-34 years – 1st Roger Witz Barnes
35-39 years – 1st Lachie Wilson
40-44 years – 1st Clinton Watson
45-49 years – 1st Vasilious Apostolou
50-54 years – 1st Peter Treppo
55-59 years – 1st Michael Ryle
60-64 years – 1st Philip Hanley
65-69 years – 1st John Allen
Open – 1st Mitchell Kibby
ITU Junior (16-19 years) – 1st Nathan Rod-
gers

Award winners for the State Aquathlon, Duathlon and Triathlon Championships
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Vale Simon Auty
10.4.1957 - 2.10.2014
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PARTNERS  AND SPONSORS
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